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ARBER, Alfred Frank 
 

Lance Corporal, 37609  
15th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment  
formerly 22433, Suffolk Regiment 
formerly 6659, 5th Bn. Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 5th September 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Peronne Communal Cemetery 
Extension 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 34 years 
 
During the late 1800s, through to early 1900, the Arber families were prominent in 
Haverhill.  John Arber was a bricklayer and plasterer living in Queen Street, and 
around 1875 his son James joined the business, which he gradually expanded and 
by 1892 was a contractor, brick maker and builder, with premises in the High Street. 
 
In 1878 James married Ann Allen Cave, who had arrived in the town from Yeovil, via 
London, to take up the position of headmistress of the Girls Board School around 
January 1877.  It would appear she was employed at the School in one position or 
another until she retired.  James and Ann had seven children between 1880 and 
1893.  Alfred Frank, or Frank as he was to be more familiarly known, their third child, 
was born 18th April 1884 and baptised 1st June at St Mary’s.  By then the family were 
living at 3 Station Road and later 3 The Pightle, both convenient for Ann’s work and 
also for James when he was awarded the contract to hang the Board School’s new 
bell on 19th January 1897. 
 
Sadly James died aged 51 in October the following year but Ann continued working. 
About this time Frank left school and, it seems, joined his older brother James, a 
carpenter, as in 1901, at the age of 16 he was a carpenter’s apprentice. 
 
In 1911 Ann, then 60, was working as Head 
Mistress of the Elementary Board School 
and living in the Girls School House. With 
her were her five unmarried children, Nellie, 
an Assistant Mistress, James and Frank, 
then 26, still carpenters and two younger 
brothers, William, a blacksmith, and 
Frederick a journalist.  Frank was a keen 
footballer and a member of the successful 
Rovers team, which won the 1912-13 South 
Suffolk League.  Frank also became the 
local School Attendance Officer. 

 
Frank in the league winning team  
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With the outbreak of war the local newspaper reported those who had enlisted and 
this included J. Arber in September 1914 and Frank Arber in November 1915, both 
joining the Suffolk Regiment.  From January 1917 to May 1918 he was with the 15th 
Battalion (Suffolk Yeomanry) in Egypt, where he saw his brother James.  The 
Battalion then embarked for France landing at Marseilles on 7th May.  After training 
they went on to Maricourt in the Somme.  From 5th to 7th of September the Battalion 
took part in an attack on the Templeux-la-Fosse and Gurlu Wood system of 
trenches, sustaining around 100 casualties, of which Alfred was one. 

 
His mother received official news that her son was killed in action on 5th September 
1918. His Platoon Commander wrote to Alfred’s mother with a glowing report on his 
actions during the attack.  It may have been some comfort to have son James home 
on leave and to find out that among the burial party was a local man, a Pte Amey 
from Camps.  
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 28th September 1918 reported that: 

 
‘Mrs. Arber, of 3, The Pightle, Haverhill, has received official news that 
her son, Lance-Corporal Alfred Frank Arber, of the Suffolk Regiment, 
was killed in action in France on September 5th. Lance-Corpl. Arber - 
Frank, as he was familiarly known - was 34 years of age. At the time of 
enlistment he was acting as local Attendance Officer for the West 
Suffolk Education Committee. From January, 1917, until May this year 
he was in Egypt, where he saw his brother, Pte. J. Arber. Pte. Ager of 
Camps, who is at present on leave, was one of the party who buried 
Lance Corpl. Arber and other soldiers who had fallen.’  
 
From the South West Suffolk Echo of 19th October 1918: 
 
‘Mr Fred Arber, of Tottenham, received from his brother officer the 
following letter, which will undoubtedly be read with interest by Lance-
Corp. Arber's many friends:-"I have just arrived back with the 
Regiment, and found your letter about your brother. Shortly after your 
brother was killed his Platoon Commander wrote to your mother saying 
what he knew.  But in addition I should like you all to know how much 
your brother had made himself respected by all ranks in my Company 
(Suffolk Yeomanry) with which he had served since he joined us in 
Egypt eighteen months ago. In the advance during which he was killed 
he had just done a most excellent patrol, for leading which he would 
most certainly have been recommended for some distinction for his 
bravery, but as you know, except in the case of a V.C., these 
recommendations cannot be forwarded posthumously. But during the 
whole advance, he was acting in a way that brought credit on his 
Company and Battalion, as well as on himself. Assuring both your 
mother and yourself of my deepest sympathy in your great loss, which 
we too feel heavily.’ 

 
Frank was buried near to Templeux la Fosse. His grave was found and identified by 
the cross on it and he was re-interred in Peronne Communal Cemetery Extension, 
his final resting place. 
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Peronne Communal Cemetery Extension photo courtesy of CWGC 

 

His headstone bears the inscription: 

TO LIVE IN HEARTS WE LEAVE BEHIND IS NOT TO DIE 

 
 
Frank was awarded the Victory and British Medals. 


